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~ EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
May 7, 1985 
Local/Area 
HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-2820 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
CHARLESTON, IL--Burl Ives, one of the world's foremost entertainers, 
will in person accept an honorary doctor of humane letters degree from 
Eastern Illinois University at spring commencement ceremonies on Saturday, 
May 11. 
The same honorary degree will be presented in absentia to James 
Flexner, noted historian and author of the four-volume work "George Washington. 11 
The first two volumes were the basis for the CBS television miniseries. 
Because of health reasons, University officials said, Flexner was 
forced to cancel plans to attend the· ceremony. His degree will be conferred 
during the 10 a.m. ceremony. Ives will receive his degree during the 2 
p.m. commencement program. 
Ives, a native of Jasper County, attended Eastern from 1927 to 
1930. He has since had a distinguished career in concerts, movies, radio, 
television, and the stage. 
With a unique voice and guitar, Ives emerged in the 1930s as a 
man described by Carl Sandburg as 11 the mightiest ballad singer of this 
or any other century." 
11}\rrieri ca 's troubador 11 has sung at a command performance in London, 
at a private audience in Israel before Golda Mier, and seven concerts with 
the Israel Symphony Orchestra. After an appearance at London's Royal Festival 
Hall a critic called him "the magic balladeer ... his voice has perfect pitch--is 
pure and gentle as a lark's." 
-more-
. · Bur·l Ives 
Add 1 
The entertainer earned an Oscar for Best supporting actor in United 
Artists' "The Big Country." Ives starred in 13 Broadway shows, including 
"Cat On A Hot Tin Roof." Among television accomplishments was his role 
of Walt Nichols on "The Lawyers" segment of "The Bold Ones." 
Flexner graduated magna cum laude from Harvard University in 1929. 
He is the author of 18 books and is the recipient of two Guggenheim fellowships. 
He has served as president of the Society of American Historians 
and is an honorary trustee of the New York City public library system. 
He is also a member of the American Academy Institute of Arts and Letters. 
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